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Pronounced: Al-brekt Duhr-ur 
Keywords:  Line, Texture 
Activity:  Textured Animal Collage 
 
Meet the Artist: 
 
• Albrecht Durer was born in Germany in 1471 as one of 18 children 

(over 500 years ago!).  
• As a child he always liked to draw. He also worked alongside his 

father who was a goldsmith. Albrecht was taught to design rings, 
necklaces and other jewelry. 

• He became famous for his paintings and other artwork. He 
completed over 1000 drawings and was one of the first artists to 
use watercolors to paint realistically from nature.  

• He traveled to many countries and learned techniques from many 
other artists from those countries. 

• Later in life he became a printmaker. As a printer, he made 
woodcuts, etchings and engravings. 

Art Masterpiece: Young Hare (1502) and 
Rhinoceros (1515) by Albrecht Durer 
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• He was a student all his life and knew a lot about art, mathematics, 
Latin and literature. He died at the age of 59, after catching a bad 
chill when he traveled to see the bones of a whale that had washed 
up onto shore.  

 
Discussion of the Artwork and Possible Questions: 
 
Young Hare:  

• What is a hare? How is this different from the word hair? 
• Line: Lines may be diagonal, vertical, horizontal, thick or thin, 

solid or broken, straight or curved. What kinds of lines do you 
see in the rabbit? (short, long, wavy) 

• Texture: The quality of the surface; rough, smooth, fluffy, 
bumpy, hard, soft, etc. Texture is what you feel with your hand. 

• Does the rabbit look smooth or rough? Soft or hard?  
• Does the fur look like it could stand up? How would it feel if you 

ran your fingers through it? 
• How did Durer make the rabbit look real? (He used lines to show 

texture.) 
• Why do you think the artist decided to paint a rabbit instead of 

taking a picture? (There were no cameras at that time.) 
• Why do you think it was painted on a white background? (to make 

it “pop out”) 
• Other than the picture of the rabbit, what do you see? (Initials 

AD 1502, Albrecht Durer’s signature) 
 

Rhinoceros: 
• This piece of art is actually a print made from a woodcut. How do 

you think Durer made a woodcut? (He took a block of wood and 
made cuts into the surface with a knife.) 

• Do you think they had copy machines in Durer’s time? How did 
they make copies?  
(A woodcut can be used to make prints by applying ink to the 
surface and stamping it on a piece of paper.)  
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• What kind of lines do you see in the rhinoceros? 
• What does the surface of a rhinoceros feel like? How did Durer 

portray this texture? What does a rhinoceros horn feel like? 
 

Activity: Textured Animal Collage 
 

1) Explain that Durer was able to imply texture by the careful way 
in which he painted his hare and cut the wood for his Rhinoceros. 
This is called implied texture because it is visual. If you were to 
touch the actual painting, the rabbit wouldn’t feel soft and furry 
but simply like paint on canvas. The woodcut Rhinoceros would 
feel like wood, not leathery rhino skin. 
 

2) We are going to create either a rabbit or a rhinoceros picture 
using real texture. Real texture is just that – it is something that 
can be felt by touch. We will be able to feel the soft fur of the 
rabbit and the leathery skin of the rhinoceros. 

 
3) Pass out the cardstock copies of a rabbit or rhinoceros. Allow the 

students to pick which one they would like to work on in this 
lesson. There are “boy” and “girl” colors of texture materials for 
each type of animal, so neither animal is gender-specific. Have 
the students write their names on their paper before beginning. 

 
4) Distribute the texture materials using the individual trays. Be 

mindful that excess materials could end up covered in glue, so be 
sparing in how much you give to the students at the beginning, 
then add more as the students run out. One set of texture 
materials is for the rabbit, and the other is for the rhinoceros, 
but students can experiment with alternate textures if they 
choose. Students can select just one type of material for their 
animal, or they can use all the different types found in the 
texture mix. 
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5) Pass out glue bottles and allow the students to decorate their 
rabbit or rhinoceros. Make sure each student gets a bow or 
ribbon strip for their animal’s collar.  Also make sure each rabbit 
gets a large pompom or cotton ball for the tail, and each 
rhinoceros gets a plastic horn.  Large items (bows, rhino horns) 
can be attached with larger amounts of glue, and perhaps a small 
scrap of fabric glued on top to hold the horn base in place. This is 
an activity that will use more substantial amounts of glue because 
the fabric is absorbant. Use wipes for sticky hands and desks. 

 
6) After students finish, please collect and sort remaining materials 

into their correct bags, and discard any excess materials that are 
covered with glue.  

 
7) Make certain glue is allowed to dry completely before hanging or 

sending home animal texture collages. 
 
 
Materials Needed:  
 

• White or light-colored cardstock with rabbit or rhinoceros pre-
printed on it  

• Pencils (only to write name on paper) 
• School glue 
• Rabbit texture materials (felt & fleece squares for body, cotton 

balls & pom-pons for tail, bows & ribbon strips for collar) 
• Rhinoceros texture materials (vinyl & textured paper squares for 

body, plastic horns, bows & ribbon strips for collar) 
• Individual small bins (to hold distributed texture materials) 
• Wipes for hands and desks 
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Artwork Examples: 
 
 

   
 
 

   


