
Art Masterpiece:  5th Grade, Lesson 6 (May) 
  

 
Katsushika Hokusai (1760 – 1849) 

 

The Great Wave off Kanagawa (1832) 
Woodcut Ink Print  -  10.12" x 14.88" 

Red Fuji (1830) 
Woodcut Ink Print  -  10.125” x 15” 

 
 
Pronounced:  Cat-soo-she-kah Ho-koo-sigh 
Keywords:  Perspective, Landscape, Vantage Point 
Activity: Landscape Perspective 
Medium:  Watercolor 
 
 
Meet the Artist 

 He was born in Edo, Japan in 1760, before the 
United States had achieved independence. 

 He started out working for a master wood-
carver, but got thrown out because he was too 
talented. He then went to work doing drawings 
and selling them on the streets just to make 
enough food to eat. He started to draw for comic books, making banners, 
designing greeting cards and illustrating books for the wealthy. Eventually, 
he married and had children. 

 Although changing names was a Japanese custom, he changed his over 
30 times. Hokusai is the name he kept the longest. The name Hokusai 
meant “Star of the Northern Constellation”. 

 He hated cleaning. So, when it became too dirty to work where he was, he 
just simply moved. He moved himself and his family a total of 93 times! 

 He was so talented he could draw birds in flight on a single grain of rice. 
He also was a showman and would do shows in front of an audience by 
painting while he was hanging upside down or painting with his feet. 

 Wealth was never important to him, and he often chose to live in bad 
neighborhoods in very modest homes. Eventually, he went bankrupt since 
he was unable to manage his money.  

 He was well known for his landscape paintings. 
 He painted a series, 36 views of Mt Fuji. It was published around 1830. 

This was an exercise in perspective to him, using landscape as a way to 
show it. He painted the same mountain over and over again.  

 Eventually, he painted over 30,000 pieces of art. He lived to 89, dying in 
1849. His final name was Gwakio Rojin, meaning “old man mad about 
drawing”. 



Art Terms 
Perspective 

 A technique used to represent 3-dimensional scenes or objects on a flat, 
2-dimensional surface. This is achieved by creating an illusion of depth 
and distance. 

Landscape 
 A painting or drawing that shows a scene from nature, including 

mountains, trees, rivers, fields and other outdoor scenery. 
Vantage Point 

 The place the artist seems to have been standing as he/she created the 
work of art. 
 

 
Questions about The Great Wave off Kanagawa & Red Fuji 

 What is the vantage point from the Wave? 
 What is the vantage point from Red Fuji? 
 Which do you think is more interesting and why? 
 Why do you think the artist chose Mt. Fuji to paint 36 times? (It was a 

sacred mountain to the Japanese people) 
 What title would you give these paintings? 
 Is there movement in either of these paintings? 
 Is there good balance in these paintings? 

 
 
Activity 
Landscape Perspective - Watercolors 
 
 
Supplies 
Watercolor paper – 8” x 7” (two sheets per student) 
Black construction paper – 12” x 18” (one per student) 
Watercolors 
Paintbrushes 
Pencils 
Black colored pencils 
Glue sticks  
 
 
Directions 

1. Have students write their name and room # on the back of the watercolor 
paper and the black construction paper. 

2. Have them think of a landscape they want to paint from 2 different views. 
Examples: A mountain seen from the foot of it then seen from an airplane. 
A tree seen from far away then the same tree seen sitting under it.  A 
garden and a close up of one flower in the garden. 



3. With their pencils, have them lightly sketch their ideas on both pages, 
showing a difference of perspective as much as possible without too many 
details. 

4. Have them outline the main components of their sketch with a black 
colored pencil.  

5. Using watercolors have them paint their landscape. 
6. Students will mount their artwork on the black construction paper turned 

vertically so that their “far away” view is on top and their “up close” view is 
on the bottom. 

7. When the students are done have them title their artwork. Write the title on 
a label sticker and place it on the back of their work. 


