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Art Masterpiece: Turn Him Loose, Bill  

Frederic Remington 1861-1909 
 

 
Keywords: line, shape, contrast 
Grade:  Fourth 
Activity: Silhouette Painting 
 
 
Meet the Artist:  

• Frederic Remington was born in New York (1861 – 1909). His father was 
a Calvary soldier. He loved athletics and was good at swimming, fishing 
and riding horses.  

• He liked to draw and his favorite subjects were horses, soldiers and 
Indians. He also liked to draw caricatures of teachers and cadet officers.  

• As a young man he attended college but was not good in his studies. At 
19 he left college and headed West.  

• He worked 4 years as a cowboy and a wagon train hand. He sketched 
everything he saw wherever he traveled – Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona 
and Texas. Much of his art was a recording of the West’s history – he 
showed the viewer a realistic picture of what the frontier was like at that 
time. 

• His art made him famous by the time he was thirty. He did not like to learn 
by following other people’s rules – he preferred to work directly from 
nature in his own way. 

• Along with his paintings and drawings, he was also a well-known sculptor. 
 
 
 
About the Art Style: 
 
Realism 

• Art that creates pictures of things as they really look. 
• This style would most closely represent what a photograph would capture if you took 

a picture of the subject. 
 

 
Questions about Turn Him Loose, Bill 

• What is happening in the painting? (Cowboys are breaking a wild horse). 
Have you ever seen a scene like this? 

• What colors do you see? How would you describe them? (neutral colors). 
Why do you think the artist used these colors? (They are earthy, land 
colors) 



• Where do you see lines? (fence, truck, boat, mans’ jacket, dog’s fur). 
Explain that all art begins with lines – to outline, to make shapes. 

• What kinds of shapes do you see? (circles, rectangles, squares, ovals, 
etc.) Do some of the shapes repeat? Where? Repeated shapes make 
patterns. What kinds of patterns do you see? What details are repeated? 
(the paw prints on the man’s pants, the checkered pattern in his shirt & 
hat, the trim on his coat, the grill on the truck, the fence, the dog food, the 
plants. 

 
Activity 
Silhouette Painting 
 
Supplies 
White Construction Paper 
Black Construction Paper 
Watercolors 
Horse Silhouettes 
Black Markers 
 
 
Directions 
Have students choose a horse silhouette and cut it out of black construction 
paper. 
 
Paint a sunset on the entire sheet of white construction paper. 
 
Glue the horse to the painting when dry. 
 
If desired, add objects to background and foreground with black marker. 
 
 
 


