
After Reading

Comprehension
 1. Recall Why does Prince Prospero seal himself and his guests in the abbey?

 2. Recall What effect does the striking of the clock have on the revellers?

 3. Summarize What happens after the mysterious figure is unmasked?

Literary Analysis
 4. Make Inferences What does each of the following reveal about Prince Prospero?

• his response to the crisis in his country (lines 1–12) 
• his solution to the threat of disease (lines 15–23)
• his plans for the masquerade (lines 86–94)
• his response to the masked figure (lines 144–152)

 5. Clarify Meaning Recall the summaries you wrote to help clarify each 
paragraph of the story.  Which proved more difficult to understand, the events 
in the story or the descriptions that set the scene?  Explain your answer.

 6. Analyze Descriptive Details For each of the following examples, identify the 
contrast drawn between the seventh room and the rest of Prince Prospero’s 
suite.  Based on these contrasts, what might the seventh room represent?

• its decorations (lines 44–48) • its location (lines 104–105)
• its atmosphere (lines 56–60) • what occurs there (lines 174–179)

 7. Interpret Allegory Using a chart like the one shown, identify a possible 
meaning for each character or object and list details from the text that 
support your interpretation.  Based on your answers, what lesson is Poe’s 
allegory intended to teach?

Main Story Elements Possible Meaning Supporting Details

Prince Prospero

the abbey

the series of seven rooms

the clock

the masked stranger

 8. Evaluate Characters’ Actions Consider the desperate measures the characters 
take to achieve safety.  In what ways, if any, do their behaviors reflect real-
world responses to a deadly threat?  Support your answer with details.

Literary Criticism
 9. Critical Interpretations Some critics have argued that “The Masque of the 

Red Death” takes place in Prospero’s mind.  Cite details from the story that 
support this interpretation.  How does this view change the story’s meaning?

 the masque of the red death 435




