
Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
Chapter 1: Good Luck Signs 
 
Response Questions: 

1. Sadako was born in 1943, how old is she at this time? 
 
 

2. Describe Sadako. Find parts of the chapter that let us know what kind 
of a girl Sadako is.  

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. What things does your family do to prepare for a holiday? How are 
the Sasakis the same or different than your family? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. When do we have Memorial Day? How do we celebrate? How did 
your parents and grandparents celebrate Memorial Day? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What “good luck sign” did Sadako find? What do you consider a 
“good luck sign?”  

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 



Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
Chapter 2: Peace Day 

 
Response Questions: 
1. p.15…”as close as two needles on the same twig”…explain this 

phrase. What similar phrases do we use? List 3.  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Do we Americans have street vendors selling at similar events? 
Compare to what we do on Memorial Day. Do we have food, a 
parade? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Why did Sadako turn from the scarred people? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Why did Sadako think the spider had brought her good luck? 
 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
Chapter 3: Sadako’s Secret 
Response Questions: 
 
1. What have we learned in this chapter about Sadako’s character? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why does Sadako keep her dizzy spells a secret? What does that tell 
us about her character? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. If you were Sadako, would you keep this a secret? Why or why not? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Pretend you are Sadako’s friend. Write her a letter. Give her some 
advice about her secret. Use a separate sheet of paper or write it on the 
back.  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Why does the author end this chapter with a question? What does that 
make you, as a reader, think?  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 



Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
 Chapter 4: A Secret No Longer 
Chapter 5: The Golden Crane 
Response Questions: 
1. Why does Sadako wait until she is alone to cry? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What have you learned about Sadako’s and Chizuko’s friendship? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Would you choose to be a friend of these girls? Why? Why not? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. How have Sadako’s family members tired to help this situation? 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
Chapter 6: Kenji 
Response Questions 
 

1. In her room, Sadako tried to imagine what it would be like to be ill 
and have no family. Describe how you would handle being alone and 
sick. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Sadako thought that Kenji was very brave. What did she mean? Do 
you agree with her? Why or why not? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Nurse Yasunaga now talked to Sadako in a “kindly voice”. What does 
that mean? Can you describe it, or give examples of what Yasunaga 
might have said?  Write a conversation between Sadako and Nurse 
Yasunaga that would illustrate this. Use the back of the paper if you 
need more space. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
Chapter 7: Hundreds of Wishes 
 
Response Questions 
 

1. Do you think Sadako will be better “when the sun comes out” as her 
mother suggests? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What do you and your family do to make each other feel better when 
you are sick? Describe it. Why do you think this made you feel better? 
Example: My mom always brought tea and toast to us on a special 
tray when we were sick in bed. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Check with your family to see if there is a favorite poem, story, 
lullaby, or saying that your family shared with you when you were 
little.  Ask if you can share it with the class. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
Chapter 8: The Last Days 
 
Response Questions 
 

1. What season of the year is it? Find the part of the story that tells us. 
Pg. ___________________ 

 
2. On pg. 55, Mr. and Mrs. Sasaki have a disagreement about Sadako’s 

quiet behavior. What do you think they were each thinking? Which of 
them would you agree with? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Explain why Sadako’s mother made the kimono for her when the silk 
material was so expensive and Sadako was so sick. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Discuss the visit the family and Chizuko had with Sadako. How could 
they be so cheerful when they knew it was probably their last visit 
with Sadako?  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Write about how this chapter made you feel on the back.  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 



Sadako and the Thousand Paper Crane 
Chapter 9: Racing With the Wind 
Epilogue 
 
Response Questions 
 

1. Explain the sentence “She was part of a warm, loving circle where she 
would always be.”  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. How could the crane make Sadako feel stronger inside? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. How would you describe Sadako now as compared to the way she was 
at the beginning of the book?  How has she changed? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. If Sadako were your classmate, what might you do? How would you 
feel? What would you learn from her? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 


